Streptococci species of anginosus group isolated from oral and maxillofacial infections.
The aim of the study was to isolate and identify at species level streptococci strains of anginosus group in pus samples collected from 110 patients with oral and maxillofacial (OMF) infections. Gram-stained smears and cultures on selective and nonselective media were done from each of the 111 pus samples (2 samples were collected from one of the patients, who presented 2 oral abscesses at the same time). The isolates were identified on the basis of cultural and biochemical characteristics. Speciation of the anginosus group isolates was performed using the Rapid ID 32 Strep system (Bio Mérieux, France). Fourty-four anginosus group strains were isolated from 42 patients. Fourty of these isolates were identified as Streptococcus anginosus (2 nonidentical isolates were found in 2 patients), 3 isolates as Streptococcus constellatus and only one as Streptococcus intermedius. The study confirmed that the anginosus group is often involved in OMF infections alone or in association with other aerobic and/or anaerobic bacteria. In the investigated cases, Streptococcus anginosus was by far the most frequently isolated species within the anginosus group.